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SUMMARY OF COMMENTS IN OPPOSITION TO SB 653

Representative Kevin Cotter
Chair, House Judiciary Committee

Judge Cynthia Walker W

Chief Judge, 50" District"Court (Pontiac)
Opposition to SB 653

November 7, 2013

The 50™ District Court opposes SB 653 as written, specifically Section 8(C) in its
entirety, which would reduce the number of 50 District Court judges to 2 by
attrition.

Rationale for objection:

The June 2013 State Court Administrative Office Judicial Resources Report
does not recommend another judicial reduction for the 50" District Court.
50™ District Court is already scheduled to lose one judge by attrition as a
result of legislation passed after the August 2011 Judicial Resources Report.
(You may recall that I testified before this Judiciary Committee in December
2011 and provided evidence that our caseload/workload significantly
increased since the Oakland County Sheriff Department takeover of the
Pontiac Police Department in August 2011. Our caseload was close to its
lowest point at the time the 2011 study was conducted, due to the steady
reduction and layoff of Pontiac police officers, eventually down to 50
officers.) Exhibits A, B, C

The State Court Administrative Office ultimately recommended the
elimination of only 1 judgeship at 50™ District Court in 2011 based on
additional data, and the Legislature adopted this recommendation.

50™ District Court consistently has the highest felony caseload in Oakland
County. Exhibit D

The majority of these cases end up being bound over for trial to Oakland
County Circuit Court, where the 2013 Judicial Resources Report
recommends an addition of 2 judges.
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